
 
Chapter 178 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of South Floral Park as indicated in 
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]   

GENERAL REFERENCES 

 Animals — See Ch. 63. 
 Fees — See Ch. 90. 
 Fire hydrants — See Ch. 97. 
 Property maintenance — See Ch. 143. 
 Snow and ice removal — See Ch. 164. 
 Littering — See Ch. 171, Art. I. 
 Abandoned vehicles — See Ch. 198. 
 Vehicles and traffic — See Ch. 202. 
   

ARTICLE I 
Obstructions and Moving Buildings  

[Adopted 3-16-1931 by Ord. No. 3 (Ch. 114, Art. I, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-1.  Permit required to obstruct. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]  

No person shall place, consent to or cause to be placed, keep or suffer to be kept any stone, 
timber, lumber or other materials for building or any box, barrel, cask or any article or articles, 
substance or substances, whatsoever, upon any street or public place within the Village of South 
Floral Park so as to obstruct or impede in any manner the access thereto or passage thereover in a 
free and unhampered manner at all times, unless such person shall first obtain from the Board of 
Trustees a permit therefor signed by the Administrator of the Village, limiting the area and 
location of such obstruction.   

§ 178-2.  Disturbing grade of pavement. [Amended 7-20-1959; 6-1-1969; 3-7-1974; 5-11-1978; 
11-16-1978; 2-3-1983 by L.L. No. 1-1983]   

A. No person shall alter or disturb the grade of any street or public place within the Village of 
South Floral Park nor shall any person disturb the paving upon any street or public place 
within the Village or dig up or excavate or lay or construct any sidewalk, curb, gutter or 
driveway apron or grade any such street, unless such person shall first obtain a permit 
therefor.   

B. Application for such permit shall be made in writing to the Administrator of the Village in 
such form as may be required by the Board of Trustees, and such permit shall specify the 
area, location and duration of such disturbance and such other directions as circumstances 
may require. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]   

C. All sidewalks, curbs and driveway aprons shall be constructed in accordance with the 
specifications therefor as provided in § 210-34 and shall be laid in accordance with the 
lines and grades furnished by the Village Engineer or Building Inspector. [Amended 
2-18-1997 by L.L. No. 2-1997]   



D. The cost of establishing the line and grades is to be paid for by the property owner or the 
contractor to the Village, as provided by Chapter 90, Art. I, Building, Zoning and Street 
Fees, § 90-13, including a minimum cost. Such minimum is to be charged for each 
dwelling house, if more than one can be located on any plot for which a permit is issued.   

E. During the time of construction or repair of such sidewalk, curbs, gutters or driveways 
along the streets and highways of the Village, such work shall be properly protected by 
suitable barriers or guards for the protection of persons using the streets in the daytime and, 
in addition thereto, by lights or flares from twilight continuously until daylight. Such 
barriers, guards and lights shall conform, in kind and number, to the requirements of the 
Village Engineer or Road Commissioner.   

F. The person granted such permit shall be responsible for the proper restoration of the earth 
and pavement so disturbed or removed, such restoration to be made under the direction of 
the Village Engineer or Road Commissioner; and the surface of any disturbed area shall be 
replaced in the condition existing previous to the excavation digging.     

§ 178-3.  Permit required to move buildings. 12 [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]  

No dwelling house, barn, garage or outbuilding or any other structure shall be moved upon any 
street of the Village of South Floral Park without first procuring a written permit therefor from 
the Board of Trustees. All permits shall be granted only upon the written petition endorsed by the 
owner and stating in detail the intended route through the Village streets and the size and kind of 
the structure to be removed. No permit shall be granted unless there is deposited with the Village 
Administrator, at the time of submitting the petition aforesaid, the sum of not less than $50 by 
the petitioner to guarantee the proper repairs of any street or sidewalk or curb or trees or other 
municipal property damaged or injured by any such removal.   

§ 178-4.  Penalties for offenses. [Amended 11-5-1987 by L.L. No. 1-1987]  

Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable 
by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 15 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this article 
shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offense hereunder.    

ARTICLE II 
Driveways and Walks  

[Adopted 3-16-1931 by Ord. No. 4 (Ch. 114, Art. II, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-5.  General requirements. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]  

No person shall construct or maintain any driveway, passageway or walk of concrete, brick, 
stone or other material from or to any street within the Village so as to block or in any way 
obstruct the gutter; or so that any part of such driveway, passageway, walk or part thereof shall 
extend nearer to the center line of a street or highway than the line of the curb thereof; or so that 
                                                            
1.  Editor's Note: See also § 90-6, Moving of buildings, of Ch. 90, Fees, Art. I, Building, Zoning and Street Fees.  

2.    



the surface of such driveway, passageway or walk shall be above or below the surface of any 
sidewalk over which such driveway, passageway or walk passes, unless the surface of the 
sidewalk is raised or lowered to the level of such driveway, passageway or walk at a crossing as 
aforesaid in accordance with the specification and drawing hereinafter referred to. All such 
driveways, passageways or walks hereafter constructed shall be constructed in accordance with 
and pursuant to specifications and drawings prescribed by the Board of Trustees and filed with 
the Village Administrator.   

§ 178-6.  Penalties for offenses. [Amended 11-5-1987 by L.L. No. 1-1987]  

Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable 
by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 15 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this article 
shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offense hereunder.    

ARTICLE III 
Excavations  

[Adopted 3-16-1931 by Ord. No. 5 (Ch. 114, Art. III, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-7.  Permit required. [Amended 12-5-1991 by L.L. No. 5-1991]   

A. No person, firm or corporation, public service, water, light or power company shall open or 
excavate in any street, highway or sidewalk within the limits of the Village of South Floral 
Park without first procuring written permission therefor from the Administrator of the 
Village to whom there shall be made a formal application. Each application must be 
written, signed by the applicant and submitted to the Administrator and is to contain a 
general description of the location, together with the dimension of the excavation; a 
statement of the purpose of such excavation and the period of time it is to remain open; and 
the applicant is to state therein that he indemnifies the Village from any and all damages 
resultant from injury to life, limb or property caused by such excavation. For each 
excavation there shall be made a separate application. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 
1-1993]   

B. Barricades and lights required. All excavations in streets or sidewalks shall be surrounded 
by suitable barriers, guards and temporary covers for the protection of persons using the 
streets in the daytime and in addition thereto by lights or flares from twilight continuously 
until daylight.     

§ 178-8.  Fees. [Amended 12-5-1991 by L.L. No. 5-1991; 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]  

Except where otherwise provided by law or where permits are granted above at direction of the 
Village, each application for such permit shall be accompanied by a fee of $50 for each 
excavation to be paid to the Village Administrator.   

§ 178-9.  Tunneling not permitted.  

No person shall be permitted to tunnel under any street in any manner whatsoever, but shall 
completely cut through said street from the surface thereof or shall drive his or its piping in the 



manner known in the plumbing trade as "driving."   

§ 178-10.  Applicability. [Amended 12-5-1991 by L.L. No. 5-1991]  

This article shall apply to any public service corporation operating in the Village.   

§ 178-11.  Penalties for offenses. [Amended 11-5-1987 by L.L. No. 1-1987]  

Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable 
by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 15 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this article 
shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offense hereunder.    

ARTICLE IV 
Erecting Obstructions  

[Adopted 3-16-1931 by Ord. No. 7 (Ch. 114, Art. IV, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-12.  Restricted erections.  

No person shall erect any porch, steps, fence, sign or obstruction of any kind within the line of 
any street or sidewalk of the Village.   

§ 178-13.  Penalties for offenses. [Amended 11-5-1987 by L.L. No. 1-1987]  

Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable 
by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 15 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this article 
shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offense hereunder.    

ARTICLE V 
Poles and Wires  

[Adopted 3-16-1931 by Ord. No. 9 (Ch. 114, Art. V, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-14.  Permission required for erection or stringing. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 1-1993]  

No person shall erect telegraph, telephone or electric light poles or string wires in, over or upon 
the streets or public grounds of the Village or upon, over or in front of any building or buildings 
within the Village without first procuring written permission from the Village Administrator.   

§ 178-15.  Penalties for offenses. [Amended 11-5-1987 by L.L. No. 1-1987]  

Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New York, punishable 
by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 15 days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this article 
shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offense hereunder.    

ARTICLE VI 



Deposit of Materials on Streets  
[Adopted 12-7-1967 by Ord. No. 31 (Ch. 114, Art. VI, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-16.  Materials not to be placed on streets.  

No person shall cause or permit any accumulation of sand, gravel, cinders, topsoil, mud, earth or 
other material to be placed, deposited, tracked or flowed upon any Village street.   

§ 178-17.  Penalties for offenses.   

A. Any person committing an offense against any provision of this article shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be guilty of a violation pursuant to the Penal Law of the State of New 
York, punishable by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 15 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. The continuation of an offense 
against the provisions of this article shall constitute, for each day the offense is continued, a 
separate and distinct offense hereunder.   

B. The Village may also maintain an action or proceeding to enjoin the violation and recover 
the cost incurred by the Village for cleaning, repairing, reconditioning or restoring the road 
or otherwise remedying the condition.      

ARTICLE VII 
Construction and Repair of Sidewalks and Curbs  

[Adopted 10-12-1978 by L.L. No. 3-1978 (Ch. 114, Art. VII, of the 1987 Code)]  

§ 178-18.  Maintenance of sidewalk by abutting owner; liability; abutting owner to construct, 
repair or pay for. [Amended 4-2-1998 by L.L. No. 1-1998]   

A. Every owner and occupant has the duty to maintain abutting sidewalks clear of all 
obstructions; clean of debris and objects; clear of snow and ice; and free from tripping 
hazards such as holes, cracks and uneven sidewalk. The failure to maintain abutting 
sidewalks through omission of duty, negligence or otherwise shall make said owner and 
occupant directly liable for any damages to person or property injured as a result of the 
condition of the sidewalk.3   

B. The Board of Trustees of the Village of South Floral Park may, from time to time, by 
resolution, require the construction and repair of existing sidewalks and curbs along streets 
and highways in the Village, wholly at the expense of the abutting owner, after service by 
mail specifying the place and manner and the time, which shall not be less than 20 days, 
within which such sidewalk or curb is required to be constructed or repaired. If such owner 
shall not construct or repair such sidewalk or curb as required by such notice within the 
time specified, the Village may cause the same to be constructed or repaired and assess the 
cost and expense thereof against the abutting land.     

§ 178-19.  Work to be done in accordance with specifications. [Amended 4-1-1993 by L.L. No. 
1-1993]  

All work done by the owner shall be done in accordance with the standard sidewalk and curb 

                                                            
3.  Editor's Note: See also Ch. 164, Snow and Ice Removal.  



specifications of the Village which may be obtained from the Administrator or the Village 
Engineer.   

§ 178-20.  Penalties for offenses.   

A. Any person committing an offense against this article shall be guilty of a violation 
punishable by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding 15 
days for each offense, or by both such fine and imprisonment.   

B. Any contractor or person in control of or responsible for the construction of sidewalks or 
curbs, except in conformity with the provisions hereof, shall be subject to the penalty 
provided for in Subsection A above, and, in addition, upon demand by the Village, shall be 
required to remove any sidewalk or curb not conforming to the provisions hereof and 
replace the same.      


